GLORY TO GOD AND
PEACE ON EARTH

SLAVA NA VYSOSTECH
BOHU A NA ZEMI POKOJ
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ADVENTNI 2024 PREDMLUVA

Pastyti drzi no¢ni hlidku u svych stdd. Uzasle hledi do nebe na
Bozi posly, ktefi k nim promlouvaji...

Slava NA VYSOSTECH BOHU A NA ZEMI
POKOJ VSEM LIDEM!

BozZi poslové hldsaji narozeni Krista, nadé&ji pro cely svét. Pastyfti
ndsleduji pokyny andélt a nalézaji novorozenatko, JeZie, poloze-
ného do jesli, i Josefa a Marii.

Andélé zvéstuji, ze Kristus piinese pokoj, jak to ¢teme uz ve
Starém zakoné (Zacharias 9,9-10)

Hle, prichdzi k tobé€ tviij krdl,

spravedlivy a zachrdnény,

pokoreny, jede na oslu,

na osldtku, oslicim mlddéti.

Vyhldsi prondrodim pokoj;
Jeho vidda bude od more k mori,

od Reky aZ do ddlav zemé.

Pokoj prichazi skrze pokoru a sluzbu.
Radujme se v tomto adventnim a vanoénim ¢ase slovy 100. Zalmu:
! Hlahol Hospodinu, celd zemé!
2 Radostné sluz Hospodinu!

Vstupte pred jeho tvdr s plesem!
3 Vézte, Hospodin je Biih,

on nds ucinil, a ne my sami sebe,

Jjsme jeho lid, ovce, které€ pase.
4 Vstupte do jeho bran s dikiivzddnim,

do nddvori jeho s chvalozpévem!

Vzdavejte mu chvdlu, dobrorecte jeho jménu,
5 nebot Hospodin je dobry,

jeho milosrdenstvi je vécéné,

jeho vérnost do vsech pokoleni!

(pokracovdni)



ADVENT 2024 PREFACE

Shepherds are tending their sheep. They stare into the sky in awe
at God’s messengers speaking to them...

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST,
PEACE ON EARTH to ALL PEOPLE!

God’s messengers proclaim the birth of Christ, the hope of the
World! The Shepherds follow the angels’ directions and find The
Infant, Jesus, in the manger, Joseph and Mary.

The Angels proclaim that Christ will bring peace as we read it
already in the Old Testament (Zechariah 9,9-10)

See, your king comes to you,

righteous and victorious,

lowly and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

He will proclaim peace to the nations.

His rule will extend from sea to sea

and from the River[a] to the ends of the earth.

Peace comes with humility and service.
At this Advent and Christmas time, let us rejoice with the words of
psalm 100
I Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
3 Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his[a];
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.

(continued)



ADVENTNI 2024 PREDMLUVA (pokradovdni)

Na obdlce letoSnich adventnich poboZnosti najdete fotku Aleska,
kterému byl v dobé foceni rok a tii mésice. Dnes je mu osm let.
Aleskova rodina patii do sboru CCE v Hrubé Vrbce na jizni Mo-
ravé, fotku poridil Pavel Graf. Maly AleSek byl tenkrat nemocny a
musel byt na St&dry ve&er v nemocnici. Maminka tam byla s nim,
tatinek s Aleskovymi sestrami na jejich navrat ¢ekali doma. Kdyz
se Alesek konecné vratil, vSichni si oddychli; teprve tehdy mohly
nim ddarkem. VSichni citili obrovskou vdécénost. A jak Stastny byl
Alesek, to vidime z fotky.

Tolik vime o Aleskovi, jeho roding, jejich vano¢nim pfibéhu. A zda
se ndm, Ze je to piibéh o radosti Vanoc, o nadéji, 1dsce, pokoji, i o
skuteéném vano¢nim daru.

Détatko Jezis se narodilo a stalo se nadéji pro cely svét. Kazdé dité
je novym prislibem od Boha, Ze m4 pro tento svét nadé&ji. Myslime
si, Ze i toto je poselstvim fotky na obdlce. Ptali bychom si, aby Ale-
Sek zil ve svété ldsky a pokoje, ve svété, o kterém snime obzvlast

v Case adventnim a vano¢nim. Toto poselstvi je skute¢né silné, proto
jsme presvédceni, Ze nevadi, Ze fotografie nen{ v nejlepsi kvalité.
Jezis se také nenarodil v krasném hotelu, ale byl poloZen do jesli.

Adventni pobozZnosti pro nase sbory pripravili ¢lenové partnerstvi
mezi Ceskobratrskou cirkvi evangelickou a Presbyterni cirkvi ve
Spojenych stdatech americkych. Denni poboznosti propojuji nase
spolecenstvi ve vite a sblizuji nase srdce, kdyZ putujeme vlastni
cestou priprav k Vanoctm.

ADVENTNI POBOZNOSTI vychdzeji pro mnohé v nasich cirkvich
diky daram lasky:
« autort poboznosti (laikd, faraid, profesort a dal$ich),
. Davida Hancocka (editace textti),
« Kevina Millera (publikace),
« Dory Tiché (pieklad),
(pokracovdni)



ADVENT 2024 PREFACE (continued)

This year the cover of the Devotional guide is a photo of Alesek,
who was a year and three months old. Today, he is 8. The family
of AleSek is member of the ECCB congregation in Hruba Vrbka in
Southern Moravia. The photo is by Pavel Graf. Little AleSek was
ill and had to be in the hospital on Christmas Eve. His mother was
there with him. The father and the sisters stayed at home waiting
for the mother and AleSek to come back. Finally they returned
home and all were very relieved and the true Christmas started. So
Alesek became the most important present on this Christmas eve.
And all were very thankful. And how happy was AleSek, we see on
the photo.

This is about what we know about AlesSek, his family and their
Christmas story. We think that this is a story of the joy of Christ-
mas, of hope, of love, peace and a real Christmas present.

Jesus, the child is born and become the hope of the world. And
somehow every child is a new promise of God that he has hope

for his world. We think, that this is also the message of this photo.
We want for him to live in a world of love and peace, a world we
are especially in the time of Advent and Christmas dreaming of.
This message is so moving, that we are sure, that it does not really
matter, that the photo is not in best quality. Like Jesus was not born
in a nice hotel, but in manger.

The Advent Devotionals have been prepared for our churches by
members of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren and the
Presbyterian Church USA partnership. The daily devotionals bring
together our communities of faith and are bringing our hearts with
one another as we prepare our individual journey to Christmas.

THE ADVENT DEVOTIONALS are possible through the gifts of
love for many in our churches:
« Devotional Writers; Laity, Pastors, Professors, other;

. David Hancock, Editor;
(continued)



ADVENTNI 2024 PREDMLUVA (pokradovdni)

« Gerharda Frey-Reininghause (vybér textt).

Prejeme vam vSem adventni obdobi plné krasy, sluzby, ohledupl-
nosti a radosti.

Zpivejme spoleéné ,,SLAVA NA VYSOSTECH BOHU A NA
ZEMI POKOJ*,

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, Betty McGinnis
Vybor pro sif partnerstvi mezi CCE a PCUSA



ADVENT 2024 PREFACE (continued)

. Kevin Miller, Publisher;
. Dora Ticha, translator;
« Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, text selection.

We wish all of you an Advent Season filled with beauty, service,
thoughtfulness and joy,

As we sing together, “GLORY TO GOD
and PEACE ON EARTH”,

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, Betty McGinnis
ECCB PCUSA Partnership Network Committee



NEDELE 1. PROSINCE (1. ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Zacharias 9,9-10

Dnes slavime 1. Advent. Doma a v mnoha kostelech rozsvitime
prvni adventni svicku na adventnim vénci. Za¢ind nejkrasnéjsi
obdobi roku, doba radosti a pokoje, alesporti v to doufdme. Zaroveii
vime, ze zacind i doba hektickd, doba piekotného shanéni ddrkt

a pro nemalé mnozstvi lidi také smutna doba, protoze nikdy se
neciti tak osaméli jako pravé v dob€ adventni a vano¢ni. Ale Advent
ma pro nas vSechny dtlezité poselstvi: Advent znamen4 ptichod.
Prichod Spasitele, piichod svétla do tmy, ptichod Mesid$e na tento
svét. Jeho piichod se oéekdva a slavi uz v dobé Starého Zakona,
jak dnes ¢teme v knize proroka Zacharidse (9,9-10): ptichaz{ jako
hodné zvlastni kral. Je spravedlivy a spdasu nesouci. To se od krale
océekava. Ale jede na oslu, na osldtku, a pfindsi pokoj. A jesté vic:
vymyti vSe, co slouZi vdlce, a pfindsi pokoj na tento svét. Jak moc
bychom to potiebovali pravé dnes, aby pfiSel kradl pokoje a ukondil
vSechny valky a nespravedlnosti na tomto svété! Je to velice boles-
tivé a nepochopitelné, Ze nejsme schopni jako kiestané vic pomoct
k tomu, aby skute¢né byl pokoj na tomto svété. Proto je adventni
doba pravem vzdy i dobou pokani a modlitby. Je na misté se modlit:
Pane, smiluj se. A prosme o pokoj, prosme o viru a silu hlésit, Ze
Spasitel prindsi pokoj a spravedlnost pro vSechny. KdyZ piichdzi
jeho pokoj, mame divod se radovat a jdsat. Bith je Bohem pokoje
a jeho pokoj bude mit posledni slovo. Proto se radujme a jadsejme,
modleme se za pokoj a hledejme cestu, jak mtizeme i my pfispivat
k tomu, aby byl pokoj v rodindch, ve sborech, v§ude na celém svété.

Pane Boze, krali pokoje, prosim Té o pokoj pro Tviij svét! Dej, aby-
chom byli posly Tvého pokoje vSude, kde je nendvist, ndsili, vdlka a
lhostejnost. Amen.

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus
Praha, CZ



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 (1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Zechariah 9:9-10

Today we celebrate the First Advent Sunday. At home and in many
churches, we light the first Advent candle on the Advent wreath.

It is the beginning of the most beautiful season of the year, a time
of joy and peace, or so we hope. However, we also know that it is

a hectic period, a time of frantically searching for gifts, and many
people feel more lonely than ever during these days. But Advent
has an important message for all of us: Advent means arrival. The
coming of a Saviour, the coming of light into the darkness, the
coming of the Messiah into this world. His coming is anticipated
and celebrated as far back as the time of the Old Testament, as we
read today in the book of the prophet Zechariah (9:9-10): he comes
as a very special king. He is righteous and he brings salvation. This
is what is expected of a king. But he rides a donkey and he brings
peace. And even more: he eradicates everything that serves war
and brings peace to this world. Oh, how we yearn for the King of
Peace to come and put an end to all the wars and injustices of this
world! It is very painful and incomprehensible that we are not able,
as Christians, to do more in bringing peace in this world. That is
why Advent is always a time of repentance and prayer. It is appro-
priate to pray: Lord, have mercy. Let us pray for peace, let us pray
for faith and strength, proclaim that the Savior brings peace and
justice for all. When His peace comes, we have reason to rejoice
and exult. God is a God of peace and his peace will have the last
word. So let us rejoice and exult, pray for peace, and look for ways
in which we, too, can contribute to foster peace in our families, in
congregations, and everywhere in the world.

Lord God, King of Peace, I ask You for peace for Your world! Grant
that we may be messengers of Your peace wherever there is ha-
tred, violence, war and indifference. Amen

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus
Prague, CZ



PONDELI 2. PROSINCE

Z 116,1-5

Zalmista vyznavd svou lasku k Hospodinu. Pro&? Protoze Hospo-
din vyslysel jeho hlas a voldni. Donutilo mé& to zastavit a zamyslet
se nad tim, pro¢ miluji Hospodina. Stejné jako Zalmista miluji
Boha, protoze véiim, Ze Bh sly$i maj hlas a mé volani. Miluji Hos-
podina také proto, Ze véiim, ze Biih je se mnou v té€Zkych chvilich

a provazi mé temnymi tidolimi. V&fim také, Ze Bih je nejvySSim
zdrojem nadéje, pokoje, radosti a 14sky ve svété. Davodd, proc

ze Bih tak miloval svét, Ze ndm dal svého syna, JeziSe Krista. To
on nas zachratuje od strachu ze smrti a hrobu a pifekondva nase
trapeni a smutky. Je vtélenim BoZi ldsky, proto se smime spoleh-
nout, Ze jsme milovani. KéZ bychom dok&zali také my milovat Pana
i sebe navzdjem. Pojdme se v tomto adventnim ¢ase zamyslet nad
tim, pro¢ milujeme Pdna Boha. A mysleme pfi tom na to, Ze On
také miluje nés.

Andy Kort
Annapolis, MD
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 2

Psalm 116:1-5

The Psalmist declares his love for the Lord. Why? Because the
Lord has heard his voice and his cry. It makes me pause to consid-
er, why do I love the Lord? Like the Psalmist, I love God because |
believe that God hears my voice and my cries. I also love the Lord
believe that God is with me in times of trouble, shepherding me
through dark valleys. I also believe God to be the ultimate source
of hope, peace, joy, and love in the world. This too makes me love
God. There are so many reasons why I love the Lord, however near
the top of my list of reasons why is because of the promise that
God so loved the world, that we are given a Son, Jesus. He is the
one who not only saves us from the anguish of the grave and over-
comes our distress and sorrow, he also is God’s love incarnate with
us, so that we might know that we are loved. In turn, may we love
God, and may we love one another. This season of Advent, I invite
you to consider why it is that you love the Lord. As you do, please
also remember that the Lord loves you.

Andy Kort
Annapolis, MD

1



UTERY 3. PROSINCE

Z233,1-5

33. Zalm hlds3, co je jddrem dobré
zpravy celého Pisma (véetné v&ech Zal-
m i JeziSovych kdzdni): Bah vlddne
svétu s laskou a spravedlivé. V tiché
temnoté adventni doby vSak jesté vy-
raznéji viimdme vSe, co se BoZi vladé
vzpird. Nejde jen o probihajici vélky a
vSemozné katastrofy, nasili a chudobu.
Jde také o neustdlou snahu lidstva
dosadit na triin sebe sama, své jistoty.

Vskutku ironické je, slovy Reinholda
Niebuhra, Ze prdavé snaha pojistit

si svijj vlastni osud a budoucnost zptisobila, Ze jsme je$té vice nejisti a
zranitelni. Ani 33. Zalm ani Niebuhr nds samoziejmé nenabddaji k pasi-
vité, ale ke spravné motivované aktivité. Vysvétluje tento biblicky pohled
na historii lidstva: ,,Zlo v lidskych dé&jindch je povaZovano za dasledek
$patného vyuzivani jedineénych schopnosti lovéka. Spatné vyuziti je vzdy
zptisobeno urditym selhdnim pfi rozpozndvani hranic moci, moudrosti a
ctnosti. Clovek je ironické stvofent, protoze zapomind, Ze nenf jen stvofi-
telem, ale také stvofenim.“! Jsme stvofeni. Nasgim posldnim je radovat se,
chvalit, zpivat, hrat, sklddat pisné€ pro naseho Stvofitele.

Kéz v tomto obdobi svétel s radosti vaimdme zdzrak kazdodenniho
Boziho zaopatieni a péce. Kéz pracujeme na nastoleni BoZi vlady ldsky a
soucitu ve svété.

BozZe Stvoriteli, celou svou bytosti 1€ chvdlime a vzddvame Ti diky.
Milujeme Tvé slovo a dilo ve svété, Tvoji vérnost a spravedinost. Ved' nds,
abychom dokdzali milovat Tvou vytrvalou ldskou. Dej, abychom uméli
vyzatovat Tvé svétlo pro ty, kterym schdzi nadéje a pokoj. Ve jménu JezZise
Krista, amen.

Mihee Kim-Kort
Annapolis, MD

1 Reinhold Niebuhr, The Irony of American History (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1952) 156.
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3

Psalm 33:1-5

Psalm 33 proclaims what lies at the
heart of good news of all of Scripture,
including the psalter as a whole and
the preaching of Jesus: God lovingly
and justly rules the world. But in

the quiet dark of the Advent season,
we may find ourselves more acutely
aware of all that opposes God’s rule.
It isn't just ongoing war and disaster,
violence and poverty, but humanity’s
constant endeavors to establish our-
selves—our rule, our security.

The great irony as Reinhold Niebuhr says is that the very efforts to secure
our own destiny and future have caused us to be even more insecure and
vulnerable. Of course, neither Psalm 33 nor Niebuhr encourage passivity,
but properly motivated activity. He explains this biblical view of human
history: “The evil in human history is regarded as the consequence of
man’s wrong use of his unique capacities. The wrong use is always due to
some failure to recognize the limits of power, wisdom, and virtue. Man is
an ironic creature because he forgets that he is not simply a creator but
also a creature.”! We are creatures. Our calling is to rejoice, to praise, to
sing, to play, to make melody for our Creator.

In this season of lights may we respond to the wonder of God’s daily pro-
vision and care with joy. May we work to establish God'’s reign of love and
compassion in the world.

Creator God, with our whole being we praise you and give you thanks. We

love your word and work in the world, your faithfulness, your righteousness
and justice. Guide us to love with your steadfast love. Help us to reflect your
light with those who are in need of hope, of peace. In Christ’s name, Amen.

Mihee Kim-Kort
Annapolis, MD

1 Reinhold Niebuhr, The Irony of American History (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1952) 156.
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STREDA 4. PROSINCE

Izajas 32,15-20

Asi budeme ¢ist tato slova jako potvrzeni toho, co povaZujeme za spravné.
Spravedlnost a pravo jsou tim, co pochdzi z vy$Sich etickych norem a plati
pro v8echny stejné, mocné i bezmocné. Jejich uplatiiovdni a hdjen{ jsou
predpokladem k tomu, abychom mohli Zit v klidu a bezpedi, to si vSichni
pfejeme. A nejen v Adventu.

Jenomze tuto pfedstavu narusuje scéndf uvozujici neklid a nebezpedi:
,Mj lid bude sidlit na nivdch pokoje... i kdyby na les spadlo krupobiti a
mésto bylo srovndno se zemi.“ Mnohym lidem se takovy scénai stal sku-
teénosti. Leto$ni povodné nicily domy, komunikace, ¢4sti vesnic a mést.
Na Ukrajiné nebo na Blizkém vychodé jsou bombami celd mésta srovna-
na se zemi.

Jak potom miize BozZi lid Zit pokoji?

Miize, pokud si jej nebudeme spojovat jen s pasivnim klidem a bezpeéim.
Svycarsky farai Hermann Kutter pred sto lety napsal: Kdyz fardii cht&ji
lidi obsluhovat pouhym ndboZenstvim, lidé na né volaji: Kde je pravy
Buh? Kde se takto ptaji, je jasné, Ze nedélni kiestanstvi, které se vyuziva
a vyziva jen jednu hodinku tydné, v tomto svété neobstoji. Nelze u takové
zdastérky ztstat, $plouchaji-li kolem nasich kostelti vody povodni, i viny
socidlni nejistoty, zadluZeni, odcizeni, vnitiniho prdazdna.

Bh, ktery sestoupil v Jezii Kristu na svét, je Bohem pokoje ve stdlém
neklidu a napéti, Bohem, ktery Zzad4 poslu$nost pravdé a spravedlnosti.
Pfed Nim mizi v§echna moZnost sebe oklamadvat, svou vinu omlouvat,
sviij hiich zastirat a uklidiiovat se ndhrazkami. Vira znamend tahnout
jasnou ¢4ru mezi dobrem a zlem, pravdou a 1Zi, prdvem a bezpravim, je
dctou pied Bohem a zdpasem o svét. Vira znamend, Ze osobné stojim
pfed Bohem, jemu skldddm déty, ptdm se po jeho vili, nabirdm z jeho
ldsky a odevzddvam se do jeho milosti. Bith se nedd oklamat Zddnou
pretvdikou a libivymi slovy. Jak piSe Kutter: S Bohem neni dovoleno se
kamarddit, je nutné jej poslouchat.

Marek Zikmund
Praha, CZ
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

Isaiah 32:15-20

We will probably read these words as confirmation of what we believe to
be right. Justice and law are what come from higher ethical standards and
apply equally to all, the powerful and the powerless. Applying and defend-
ing them is a prerequisite for being able to live in peace and security, which
is what we all wish for. And not only in Advent.

But this image is disrupted by a scenario that introduces unrest and dan-
ger: “My people will dwell in the plains of peace... even if hail falls on the
forest and the city is razed to the ground.” For many people, such a scenario
has become a reality. This year’s floods destroyed houses, roads, parts of
villages and towns. In Ukraine and the Middle East, entire cities are razed
to the ground by bombs.

How, then, can God'’s people live in peace?

They can, if we don’t associate it only with passive peace and security. The
Swiss pastor Hermann Kutter wrote one hundred years ago: When pastors
want to serve people with mere religion, people call out to them: Where is
the true God? Where they ask like this, it is clear that “Sunday Christianity”,
which is used and enjoyed only one hour a week, will not do in this world. It
is not possible to shield ourselves with this type of Christianity when flood
waters and waves of social insecurity, indebtedness, alienation, and inner
emptiness are splashing around our churches.

The God who came down to the world in Jesus Christ is a God of peace in
constant unrest and tension, a God who demands obedience to truth and
justice. All possibilities to deceive oneself, to excuse one’s guilt, to conceal
one’s sin and to placate oneself with substitutes disappear before Him.
Faith means drawing a clear line between good and evil, truth and lies,
right and wrong, it is reverence before God and struggle for the world. Faith
means that I personally stand before God, render accounts to him, ask

for his will, draw from his love and surrender to his grace. God cannot be
deceived by any pretense and pleasant words. As Kutter writes: You are not
allowed to be friends with God, you need to obey Him.

Marek Zikmund
Prague, CZ
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CTVRTEK 5. PROSINCE

Amos 5,21-24

Nendvidim vase svdtky, zavrhl jsem je, ani vystdt nemohu vase
slavnostni shromadzZdéni. KdyZ mi prindsite zdpalné obéti a své
obéti pridavné, nemdm v nich zalibeni, na pokojnou obét z vase-
ho vykrmeného dobytka ani nepohlédnu. Pry¢ ode mne s hlasem
tvych pisni, tvé brnkdni na harfy uz nechci slyset. At se valf prdavo
jako vody, spravedinost jak proudici potok.

Madm hrozné rada vSechno to
hezké, co k VaAnoctm patii.

Cely nas dtm je vyzdobeny, nej-
dilezité€jsi je vSak vanodni stro-
medek. Pro¢? Protoze kazd4 z
téch ozdob m4 sviij piibéh, kte-
ry si kazdoro¢né vybavim, kdyz
ozdoby vybaluji. Mnohé z nich
mi dala moje maminka, kterd uz
je u Pdna. Nékteré jsem vyrdabé-
la j4 jako dité v nedélni Skole.
Neékteré vyrabély moje déti.

Jiné jsou suvenyry z vyletii nebo ddrky od znamych. Je pfirozené

se v tomto ¢ase obklopovat krdsou, kterd je znamenim Bozi 14sky,
zrozené v Bozim détatku. Tato slova z proroka Amose jsou vSak
potfebnym napomenutim, Ze P4n Biith od svého lidu oéekdva vice
nez jen ozdoby. Bith nds povoldva k tomu, abychom oplyvali sprave-
dlnosti, pravem a pokojem, nejen ve svych domovech, ale i ve svété
kolem n4ds. Tipytky a zboznost zdroven: DokdZeme to?

Svaty Pane, pomoz mi, abych se nenechala v tomto obdobi rozpty-
lovat tipytem svdtkii, abych se dokdzala soustiedit na budovdni Tvé
spravedInosti a pokoje. Amen.

Alison Krahling Seed
Philadelphia, PA
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5

Amos 5:21-24

I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn
assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and
grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-be-
ing of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from

me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your
harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like
an ever-flowing stream.

I love all the trappings of Christ-
mas. Our house is decorated
throughout, but the most import-
ant part of the holiday decora-
tions is the tree. Why? Because
the ornaments all have stories,
and I remember them as they
are unwrapped each year. Many
were given to me by my mother,
who is now with God. Some

I made as a child in Sunday
school. Some were made by my
children. Others are souvenirs from trips or gifts from friends. It is
natural this time of year to surround ourselves with beauty as a sign
of God’s love born in the Christ Child. These words from Amos,
however, are a needed rebuke and reminder that God expects more
from his people than trappings. God is calling us to abound in
justice, righteousness, and peace, with not just in our homes but in
the world around us. Glitter AND godliness? Can we make it so?

Holy One, help me not to be distracted by the glitter of this
season and instead to be focused on working for your justice
and peace. Amen.

Alison Krahling Seed
Philadelphia, PA
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PATEK 6. PROSINCE

Mt 5,6

Blaze tém, kdo hladovéji a Zizni po spravedlnosti, nebot oni budou
nasyceni.

Letos na podzim se v Ceské republice i ve Spojenych stdtech
vyskytly boui'ky s vydatnymi desti. VSichni jsme s hriizou sledovali,
jak povodniové vody stoupaji, modlili jsme se. KdyZ dosdhly svého
vrcholu, vydechli jsme a zacali bilancovat a pfemyslet, jak pomo-
ci, az voda opadne. Lidé, ktefi ztistali bez elektiiny nebo jim voda
znic¢ila domovy, nejnutné&ji potiebovali jidlo a ¢istou pitnou vodu.

V nasem modernim svété dostaneme hlad, kdyZ mdme schizku,
ktera zdrzi obéd, nebo zizer pti prochdzce v letnim odpoledni.
Tyto potieby jsou vSak vétSinou uspokojeny tak snadno, Ze zapomi-
name, jak jsou dilezité pro nasi existenci. V Kdzani na hofe ndm
Kristus ptripomind, Ze potifeba spravedlnosti je pro nas$ duchovni
Zivot naprosto zdsadni a Ze kdyZ vénujeme pozornost svému spo-
jeni s Pdnem Bohem, napliiujeme tento vztah, pak dostdvdme, co
potfebujeme. Je dobré si se vstupem do vano¢niho ¢asu uvédomo-
vat, ze toto je skute¢né divod k pokoji a radosti.

Valerie Frey Stone
Athens, GA

18



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

This autumn in both the Czech Republic and the United States
there were storms that sent an overabundance of water raining
down on the land. We all watched prayerfully as the flood waters
rose, took a deep breath when the waters crested, and then began
taking stock to see how we could help as the waters receded. For
those without electricity or with damaged homes, food and clean
drinking water were at the top of their list of immediate needs. In
our modern world, we get hungry if we have a meeting that delays
lunch or we get thirsty while taking a walk on a summer afternoon,
but these needs are usually fulfilled so easily that we forget how
important they are to our very existence. In the Sermon on the
Mount, Christ reminds us that the need for righteousness is essen-
tial to our spiritual lives, that when we pay attention to and fulfill
this yearning-filled connection to God, we will get what we need.
This is reason indeed for hope, peace, and joy as we turn towards
the Christmas season.

Valerie Frey Stone
Athens, GA

19



SOBOTA 7. PROSINCE

Rimantm 14,12-19

Jestlize jsme uvérili Bohu, ptdme se, co od nds oéekdva. Co Biith
chce? Jak mdme zit? Co je sprdvné, co je dobré v Bozich ocich?
Vira vdze naSe svédomi. A vSe, co si myslime, co fikdme, co kons-
me, nabyva zvlastni zdvaznosti. Neni ndm lhostejné, co se kolem
nds déje. Neni ndm jedno, jak kdo jednd. Af uz je to kdokoli, ale
zvlasté ti, kdo tvori spolecenstvi viry. Bith nds vede k tomu, aby-
chom si v&imali, abychom jednali. Mdame v(i¢i Bohu odpovédnost
za to, jak zZijeme, jak se vztahujeme k jeho stvoieni. Nebyt lho-
stejny, hledat Bozi viili a podle ni jednat vede ke konfliktim. JeZi$
se Casto dostaval do stietli a apostol Pavel na mnoha mistech ve
svych listech voli ostra kritickd slova. Zde vSak vyzyva k toleranci,
k pokoji. Podstatna je souvislost. Kdy a pro¢ jit do konfliktu a kdy
ustoupit, kdy sebe upozadit? Pavel zde mluvi o vlastnim presvéd-
deni véficiho. Jde o to, co sdm pro sebe vyvozuji jako diisledek své
viry, svého osobniho vztahu s Bohem. Konkrétné je zde rec o jidle a
pitif, mohlo by jit moZna také o modlitby nebo bohosluzbu. Nechtéj
o tomto svém pi‘esvédceni piesvédcit svého bratra, svou sestru ve
vite. Nevyddve;j to, co je pro tebe projevem tvého vztahu k Bohu, za
jediné spravné projevy viry. Z hlediska své viry a zboZnosti neposu-
zuj druhé. Jedina véc, kvili niZ stoji za to jit do konfliktu, je ¢lovék,
ktery je odsuzovan a poti‘ebuje zastani. Pane, naué nds rozliSovat,
kdy se ozvat a kdy ztichnout, nau¢ nds pravé ohleduplnosti v Du-
chu Kristové. Amen.

Pavel Pokorny
Praha, CZ
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7

Romans 14:12-19

If we have put our faith in God, we ask what He expects of us.
What does God want? How should we live? What is right, what is
good in God’s eyes? Faith binds our conscience. And everything
we think, everything we say, everything we do takes on a special
weight. We are not indifferent to what is happening around us and
how people act, regardless of who it is, but especially those who
make up the community of faith. God leads us to notice, to act. We
have a responsibility to God for how we live, how we relate to his
creation. Not being indifferent, seeking God’s will and acting on it
leads to conflict. Jesus often got into conflicts, and the apostle Paul
chooses harsh critical words in many places in his letters. But here
he calls for tolerance, for peace. What is important is the context.
When and why should we enter a conflict, and when should we re-
treat, put ourselves aside? Paul speaks of the believer’s own convic-
tions here: what matters is what I personally consider the outcome
of my faith, my relationship with God. Specifically, he talks about
food and drink; it could also be about prayer or worship perhaps.
Don't try to convince your brother or sister in faith of your convic-
tion. Don't pass off what is for you an expression of your relation-
ship with God as the only proper expression of faith. Do not judge
others in terms of your faith and piety. The only thing worth going
into conflict over is a person who is being judged and needs advo-
cacy. Lord, teach us to discern when to speak up and when to stay
quiet, teach us true consideration in the Spirit of Christ. Amen.

Pavel Pokorny
Prague, CZ
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NEDELE 8. PROSINCE (2. ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Zalm 122

Cas adventu je &as plny oekdvani a nad&je. Zalmista nds vyzyva,
abychom k ,,Hospodinovu domu* putovali se srdci plnymi té€chto
pocitil. Stat pied branami jeruzalémskymi je jako stdt u betlém-
skych jesli. Obé mista vyzaruji svatost a zaklddaji hlubokou radost.
A stejné jako je Jeruzalém mistem, kde se mohou shromazdit lidé
ze vSech kment a dojit zde promény, jsou Vanoce svatym ¢asem,
béhem néhoZ se mohou vSichni shromadzdit a byt proménéni.

Neni tedy divu, Ze stfedobodem jejich — i nasich — tuzZeb je touha
po miru. Jeruzalém i Betlém jsou vyjimeéné praveé tim, Ze ukazuji
cestu, na niZ odli$nosti mohou vést nikoli ke sportim, ale k jednoté.
NasSe touha po miru znamend, Ze i my se musime modlit za mir.
NasSe adventni pozdravy by kromé ,veselych Vanoc* mély zahrnovat
také prdani pokoje.

Zijeme ve sloZité a prekotné dobg, denné se setkdvdme s reali-

tou véalky, nemoci, hladomoru ¢i povodni. V takovych situacich se
mizZe soustfedéni na putovani adventem stadt uréitym prostiedkem
tniku. KdyZ si v§ak vzpomeneme na zalmistovu vyzvu k modlitbé
za mir, mozna zejména v Jeruzalémé, miiZe se nase putovani stdt
prostifedkem, skrze néjz se setkdvame s lidmi ze vSech ndroda pfi
spoleé¢ném hleddni cest ke svatosti a miru.

Mark Douglas
Decatur, GA
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 (2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Psalm 122

Just as we are traveling through Advent with hearts full of anticipa-
tion and hope, so the Psalmist invites us to travel to “the House of
the Lord” with hearts full of those same feelings. Standing before
Jerusalem’s gates is like standing before Bethlehem’s manger:
both are sites that emanate holiness and fund deep joy. And just as
Jerusalem is a space within which people from all tribes may gath-
er and find themselves transformed, so Christmas is a holy time
during which people from all tribes may gather and find transfor-
mation.

Is it any wonder that the center of their desire—and ours—is a de-
sire for peace? That what makes Jerusalem and Bethlehem special
is that they point to the possibility that our differences lead not

to dispute, but to unity? That our desire for peace means that we,
too, must pray for peace? That our Advent greetings to each other
might not only be “Happy Holidays” but “Peace be within you”? Or
even that to genuinely wish someone “Happy Holy-days” must also
mean wishing them “Peace be within you”?

We live in complicated and vertiginous times, seeing, daily, the re-
alities of war and pestilence, famine and flood. During such times,
focusing on our journey through Advent can become a means of
escape. But if we remember the Psalmist’s call to pray for peace—
perhaps, especially, in Jerusalem—our journeys can instead be the
means through which we engage with persons of all nations in
naming our need for holiness and pursuing our desire for peace.

Mark Douglas
Decatur, GA
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PONDELI 9. PROSINCE

Izajas 52,7-9

“O jak krdsné na hordch nohy toho, jesto potésené véci zvéstuje...”
1z 52,7 (Kralick4 bible)

Chcete mit krdsné nohy? Zvéstujte bozi pokoj a nadé&ji. Doporucuje
9 z 10 odborniki!

Ale ted vazné. Co je tak krasného na IzajaSové poslu? Ze md slova
nadéje pro Cas beznadéje. Je to vyzva, abychom nedekali na nasi
predstavu dokonalosti, ale oslavovali a vhimali BoZi pfitomnost

v tom, co pfichdzi. Ticho zni¢eného mésta se méni ve zpév téch,
ktefi vidi nadéji.

Hana Sldamovd, Stard Boleslav
Praha, CZ
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 9

Isaiah 52:7-9

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings
good tidings...” (King James Version)

Want beautiful legs? Proclaim God’s peace and hope. Recommend-
ed by 9 out of 10 experts!

But let’s be serious now. What is so beautiful about Isaiah’s mes-
senger? It’s the fact that he brings words of hope in times of de-
spair. It’s a call to not wait for our own idea of perfection, but to cel-
ebrate and perceive God’s presence in what is coming. The silence
of a ruined city is transformed into the song of those who see hope.

Hana Sldamovd, Stard Boleslav
Prague, CZ
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UTERY 10. PROSINCE

1zajas 54,9-10

Je to pro mé jako za dnti Noeho, kdy jsem se piisa-
hou zavézal, Ze uz nikdy vody Noeho zemi neza-
topi. Pravé tak jsem se ptisezné odtekl rozliceni i
pohriizek viiéi tobé.

I kdyby ustoupily hory a pohnuly se pahorky, moje
milosrdenstvi od tebe neodstoupi a smlouva mého
pokoje se nepohne, pravi Hospodin, tv{j slitovnik.

Madme s rodinou jednu horu, kterd pro nds hodné
znamend. Nachadzi se v jihovychodnim cipu americ-
kého statu Colorado. Lezi uprostfed neobvyklého
skalniho dtvaru, v némz ze zemé vystupuji obt{
ptirodni stény podobné paprskiim kola. Obrazec

,paprskii uprostied nizsich kopci vidite dobi'e
teprve kdyZ vystoupite na vrchol hory.

Na této hote jsme také rozptylili popel manzelovych prarodi¢ii, bylo to jedno

z jejich oblibenych mist. Vzpomeneme na né pokazdé, kdyz se sem jako rodina
vyddme na tdru. Naderpame energii z krasy ptirody, uvédomime si, jak jsme

s prarodic¢i propojeni, a vhimadme stdlost BoZ{ ldsky, ktery v§echno stvofil.

Kdyz jsme tam byli naposledy, znéla mi v hlavé IzajdSova slova. Nékdy se nam dny
mohou zd4t dlouhé, ale dobi'e vime, zejména kdyz zaZijeme smrt milované osoby,
Ze nas Cas tady na zemi je kratky. I kdyz se tato hora a obrovské stény z kamene
pod ni zdaji byt nehybné, i ony se budou v ¢ase ménit, prochdzely zménami i di'ive.
Avs$ak neménnd Bozi ldska z tohoto svéta nezmizi.

Pevn4 laska, pokoj, soucit — to jsou dary, které Biih rozd&va. PribliZzuje je vice, nez

si dovedeme predstavit, skrze dar svého syna JeziSe Krista, ktery neodejde, a sli-
buje: ,,A hle, jd4 jsem s vdmi po vSecky dny, aZ do skondni tohoto véku.“ (Mt 28,20).

Modlitba:

Véény BoZe, Zasneme nad horami a kopci, nad vsemi velkolepymi misty, kterd jsi
vytvoril. Jsme vdécéni za dar svého Zivota a za vsSechen Zivot, ktery nds obklopuje.
Vime, Ze toto vSechno je ki'ehké. Ve chvilich nejistoty nebo ztrdty nds drZi tvd

nezlomnd ldska, tvd smlouva pokoje, tviyj soucit — ty jsou tu napordd, skrze JeZiSe
Krista, naseho Pdna. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Leah R. Hrachovec
West Chester, PA
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10

Isaiah 54:9-10

Our family has a mountain that is very meaningful
to us. It is in the southeast corner of the U.S. state
of Colorado. It sits amid an unusual rock formation
in which giant natural walls like the spokes of a
bicycle jut out of the ground. It is only when you are
on top of this mountain that you can see the pattern
of the spokes in the lower hills surrounding.

We spread the ashes of my husband’s grandparents
on this mountain, one of their favorite places. Every
time our family goes for a hike, we think of them.
We are refreshed by the beauty of the place, the
connection we feel to them, and the steadfast love
of the God who made all things.

The words of Isaiah echoed in my mind the last time we were there. Sometimes
days feel long, but we all know, especially when experiencing a death of a loved
one, our time here is short. While this mountain and the great natural stone walls
below seem unmovable, even these will change over time, and have before. Yet
the steadfast love of God does not depart from this world.

Steadfast love, peace, compassion — these are gifts God freely gives. God draws
them closer than imaginable in the gift of Jesus Christ, one who will not depart,
but promises, “Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew
28:20).

Prayer:

Eternal God, we are in awe of the mountains and hills, the majestic places you
have made. We are grateful for the gift of our lives, and all the life that surrounds
us. These things are fragile, we know. In times of uncertainty or loss, we are held
by your steadfast love, your covenant of peace, your compassion - these are here
to stay, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Leah R. Hrachovec
West Chester, PA
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STREDA 11. PROSINCE

Micheas 5,1-4a

Pozddal jsem umélou inteligenci,
aby mi namalovala obrazek na
téma textu Micheds 5,1 - 4a. A
ziskal jsem toto:

Obrazek pry zachycuje poklidnou
a duchovni atmosféru s méstem
Betlémem v popredi a pastyfem,
ktery symbolizuje nadchézejiciho
vlddce. Posudte sami.

Mne osobné popravdé inspiruje
v Miched$ové textu samotny
zacdéatek. ...ackoli jsi nejmensi.
Slys$im v tom ujisSténi, Ze i kdyZ jste mali¢ci, nejmensi z nejmensich,
pfesto miizete mit podil na velkych vécech, dokonce je sami tvofit.
V tom vnimdm velikou nadéji.

V zdvéru mluvi Micheds o pokoji. O néfem, co je velmi dtilezZité pro
zivot. Pokoj v mysli, v srdci, mezi lidmi (ale i pokoj pro toho, kdo
nemad stfechu nad hlavou atp. Spousta zptisobii, jak se podilet na
tvorbé pokoje.

A tak jsem pozadal umélou
inteligenci jesté o jeden obrazek.
Tentokrat na téma: A on sdm
bude pokoj. A ziskal jsem toto:

Obrazek zachycuje toho, kdo
pfinasi pokoj. Podilejme se na
tvorbé pokoje!

Stépdn Brodsky
Praha, CZ




WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

Micah 5:1-4a

I asked Al to generate a picture
on the topic of Micah 5:1 - 4a.
This is what I got:

The image is supposed to depict
a peaceful and spiritual atmo-
sphere with the city of Bethle-
hem in the foreground, and a
shepherd that symbolizes the
coming ruler. What do you think
of it?

Personally, I am most inspired
by the beginning of Micah'’s text.
..though you are small. To me, this is reassuring: even though you
are the smallest of the smallest, you can still take part in great things,
even create them yourselves. | see great hope in that.

At the end, Micah speaks of peace — something that is very important
in life. Peace of mind, peace of heart, peace among people, etc. There
are many ways to participate in creating peace.

I asked Al to generate one more
image. This time, the topic was
“and He Himself will be peace”.
This is what I got:

The image captures the one who
brings peace. Let us participate
in creating peace!

Come, Lord!

Stépdn Brodsky
Prague, CZ
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CTVRTEK 12. PROSINCE

Mt 5,9

,Blaze tém, kdo piisobi pokoj, nebot oni budou nazvdni syny
Bozimi.“

BliZi se Vanoce, narozeni naseho Pdna JeziSe, a my ¢teme

mnoho biblickych textd popisujicich, kdo JeZi$ vlastné je a jak
zméni n4s svét. Jednim z nejvyznamnéjsich témat souvisejicich

s pifichodem mesidaSského ditéte je advent pokoje. JeZi$ je vladce
pokoje; ve svém nejzndméjsim uceni své ndsledovniky vyzyvd, aby
napodobovali jeho mirumilovnou povahu: ,Blaze tém, kdo ptisobi

vess

svété mohu fict, Ze velmi touzim po pokoji, ktery Kristus pfindsi.

5. fijna se chystdm se skupinou z presbyterniho sboru v Sewickley
do Irska, abychom se dovédéli vice o keltské spiritualité. Jedno z
mist, které se chystdme navstivit, je svétové prosluld mirotvornd
komunita Corrymeela na pobiezi Severniho Irska. Rdda bych se tu
priudila néco o vytvaieni pokoje.

Corrymeela byla zaloZena v roce 1965 presbyternim fardfem

ve snaze vytvofit pokojné&jsi Severni Irsko. Jeji odkaz vSak sahd
daleko za hranice Irska. Na jejich internetovych strankdch se piSe:
,Mir nenfi stav, kterého je tfeba dosdhnout, ale praxe, kterou je
tfeba neustdle a komunitné uskutecétiovat.” Lidé z celého svéta

se sem sjizdéji, aby se naudili, jak byt mirumilovni, jak fesit
neshody bez n4sili a jak dosdhnout smitfen{ i tam, kde se to zd4
nemozné. Kazdy, kdo si ¢te tuto poboznost, si jisté dokaze vybavit
misto, které takovy pokoj potiebuje. Nosme v srdcich béhem
tohoto adventniho ¢asu pokoj naseho Pdna, abychom, jako ti

v Corrymeele, dokazali byt tviirci pokoje ve svété plném nepokojti.

Emily Miller
Sewickly, PA
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12

Matthew 5:9

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children
of God.”

As we approach Christmas, the birth of our Lord Jesus, we read
many scriptures describing who he is and how he will change our
world. One of the best themes surrounding the coming of the
Christ child is the advent of peace. Jesus is the Prince of Peace,
and in his most famous teaching he tells his followers to mimic his
peaceful nature by saying, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” As an
American living in a very contentious country, and indeed, a con-
tentious world, I yearn for the peace that Christ brings.

On October 5, I will lead a group from Sewickley Presbyterian
Church to Ireland to learn more about Celtic Spirituality. One

of the places we will visit is the world-renowned peacemaking
community of Corrymeela on the coast of Northern Ireland. I am
hoping to learn about peacemaking while there.

Corrymeela was founded in 1965 by a Presbyterian minister as

a way of building a more peaceful Northern Ireland. Its legacy
extends far beyond Ireland, however. Its website says: “Peace is
not a status to achieve, but a practice to carry out continually and
communally.” People come from all over the world to learn how to
be peaceful, to resolve differences without violence, and to achieve
reconciliation when it seems impossible. Everyone reading this
devotion can think of a place we know that needs such peace. As
we move forward in Advent, let us carry the Lord’s peace in our
hearts so that we, like those at Corrymeela, can be peacemakers in
a world of unrest.

Emily Miller
Sewickly, PA
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PATEK 13. PROSINCE

Lukas 2,14

»Sldva na vysosti Bohu a na zemi pokoj mezi lidmi; Biih v nich m4d
zalibeni.“ (CEP)

Ukrajina, Izrael, Stiddn a bohuZel spousta dal$ich mist na svété stdle
zaziva valku a vSechny hriizy s ni spojené, zkratka v§echno, jenom ne
pokoj na zemi. Seznam probihajicich konfliktii se stdle rozsituje, pro
pfehled zde ddvdm mapu soucasnych ozbrojenych konflikt(i z Wikipe-
die. Je tak viibec mozné, aby na Zemi pokoj mezi lidmi viibec byl? A
jak to, ze Biih v nds i piesto vSechno stdle m4 zalibeni? Kazdy normal-
ni ¢lovék by na lidstvo uz ddvno zaneviel, po tolika zraddch, nésili a
vSech téch osklivych véci, které

¢loveék jeden druhému dokaze :

udélat. Ale Bdh neni normdln{ m
¢lovék. Bah je na vysostech a L9 v, ':_ ® ..

ma4d jinou perspektivu, vid{ jiny h
obrazek. Vidi lasku, krdsu a ‘

vSechny hezké véci.

Pokoj na Zemi neptichazi prv- Mg of angring ameed conflits (rumbar of tombat raiated &
;e x d h . ¥ d, P 7 Searths in cumant o pRInSous yea]

ni, je az druhy v potadi. Prvn{ (B i wiacn 10000 e mee}

je sldva Bohu, to poradi neni Il wars (1.000-0.090)
, 7 . klinor confiicts [100-099)

ndhodné. Co znamen4 oslavo- o 5T e

vat Boha? Myslim si, Ze oslava

Boha je odli$n4 od oslavovani ostatnich lidi. Bé€Zné& druhé lidi oslavu-
jeme poté, co dosdhnou néjakého dspéchu. Ale sldava Bohu znamena
mimo jiné kazdodenni vdé¢nost za to, Ze v nds stdle ma4 zalibeni a také
respekt a davéru. Pokoj pfijde, tomu pevné véfim.

Andélé témito slovy oznamovali narozeni JeziSe. On je ten Pokoj na
Zemi, z vysosti ddn ndm lidem na Zemi jako vééné ztélesnéni Bozi
lasky, kterd na sebe bere vSechny ty nehezké véci lidé délaji. Ptinesl
nam Pokoj na Zemi a udéld to znovu.

Jan Dostal
Olomouc, CZ
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13

Luke 2:14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.” (NIV)

Ukraine, Israel, Sudan, and unfortunately a lot of other places in the
world are still experiencing war and all the horrors that come with
it; in short, this is everything but peace. The list of ongoing conflicts
keeps growing. I've inserted a map from Wikipedia showing the
current armed conflicts. Is it even possible that there would be peace
on Earth among people? And how come God’s favor still rests on us?
Any normal person would give up on humanity after so many betray-
als, violence, and all the ugly

things people can do to each -

other. But God is not a normal m
person. God is “in the highest L9 v, ': ® .
heaven” and has a different h
perspective, He sees a different ‘

picture. He sees love, beauty, all

the nice things.

Map of angoing amied conflicts [numbar of combal-rélated LS

Siciths in Sumant o pRINAoUE )
Peace on Earth does not come (B Vo wars (40,000 o meve)
first, it is the second in line. I e 0.000-0.09)
Mincr confifcts [ 100-099)
Glory to God comes first; the H R S Tl P

order is not random. What

does it mean to give glory to God? I think glorifying God is different
from glorifying other people. We usually do that to praise someone for
something they have achieved. But glory to God involves, among other
things, daily gratitude for the fact that his favor still rests on us, as
well as respect and trust. Peace will come, I firmly believe that.

The angels used these words to announce the birth of Jesus. He is the
Peace on Earth, given to us from the highest heaven given as an eter-
nal embodiment of God’s love, taking on all the ugly things humans
can do. He has brought us peace on Earth, and He will do so again.

Jan Dostal
Olomouc, CZ
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SOBOTA 14. PROSINCE

Zidam 12,14-17

Pokoj. Kdybychom si méli vybrat jedno slovo, kterym bychom po-
psali nds svét, je dost nepravdépodobné, zZe bychom si vybrali zrov-
na slovo ,,pokoj* nebo ,,pokojny“. V epistole Zidtim, ve 12. kapitole,
versich 14 az 17, nds v8ak Bih zdd4, abychom usilovali o pokoj. Je
zde fedeno: ,Usilujte o pokoj se véemi a o svatost, bez niz nikdo ne-
spatfi P4na.” Vime, Ze dokonaly pokoj Ize najit v piitomnosti Boha.
Na této cesté se nechdvdme Panem Bohem vést a dovolujeme mu,
aby byl stfedobodem naseho kazdodenniho Zivota. Jsme povoldni
k tomu, abychom v ného vkladali svou viru, nadéji i davéru. 12.
kapitola epistoly Zidtim dotvrzuje, Ze Bozi cesta pro nds je cestou
modlitby. Vime, Ze modlitba posili nasi divéru v Boha, naseho spa-
sitele, naSeho Pdna i pfitele.

Pane Boze, ktery prebyvas na vSech mistech i ve vSech dobdch,
pripominame si zde, Ze po nds Z4ad4ds, abychom usilovali o pokoj.
Vime, Ze jsi pro nas ptipravil misto a Ze nas povoldvas, abychom
slouzili tvému zdméru ve svété. Vyzyvas nds, abychom slouzili
druhym. Rozsii nds$ pohled a udiil nds citlivéj$imi k potiebdm
druhych. Pomoz ndm Zit v harmonii. Dej, abychom uméli jednat
zodpovédné a mohli tak byt pfinosem nejen pro soucasnou genera-
ci, ale i pro ty budouci.

Boze, pomoz ndm Zit v pokoji a v souladu s ostatnimi. Nendro-
kujeme si Zddnou moc ve svété, kterd by nakonec nepattila Tobé.
Pomoz nam, abychom uméli Zit mirumilovné a méli dctu k Zivotu.
Ved nds na nasi pozemské cesté, abychom dokdzali slouZit dru-
hym. Pomoz ndm byt svétlem nadéje pro vSechny, kdo hledaji tvé
milosrdenstvi, spravedlnost a dobrou viili. Takto se modlime

v duchu Pédna JeZiSe Krista, amen.

Charles Hargrove
Annapolis, MD
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

Hebrews 12:14-17

Peace. If we were asked to pick one word to describe our world, it
is quite unlikely that we would choose the words peace or peaceful
to describe the world in which we live. However, in Hebrews 12,
verses 14 through 17, God asks us to strive for peace. God tells us
to “strive for peace with all men and for the holiness without which
no one will see the Lord.” We know that perfect peace is found in
God’s presence. This path lets God lead us and allows God to be
the center of our daily lives. We are called to place our faith, hope
and trust in Him. Hebrews 12 confirms that God’s path for us is

a path through prayer. God reminds us that we can experience
peace through prayer. We know that prayer will strengthen our
trust in God as our Savior, Lord, and Friend.

Oh God, who dwells in all times and places, we are reminded that
you ask us to strive for peace. We know that you have prepared a
place for us and that you call us to serve your purpose in the world.
You call on us to be in service to others. Broaden our vision and
make us more sensitive to the needs of others. Help us to live in
harmony. Enable us to act responsibly, so that we can benefit not
only the present generation, but future generations as well.

God, help us to live in peace and harmony with others. We claim
no power in the world that does not ultimately belong to you. Help
us to live peacefully and have respect for life. Guide us along our
earthly journey that we may serve others. Help us to be a light of
hope to all who seek your mercy, justice and goodwill. We pray in
the Spirit of Christ, Amen.

Charles Hargrove
Annapolis, MD
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NEDELE 15. PROSINCE (3. ADVENTNI NEDELE)

J 3,16-21

Do Véanoc zbyva pouhych deset dni a my dnes ¢teme zndmy biblicky text
— hodné se cituje, pro vSechny je to takovy ,refrén“. Kdyz se podivime na
celou kapitolu, zjistime, Ze se objevuje na konci setkdni JezZiSe s farizejem
Nikodémem, ktery do rozhovoru s JezZiSem vstupuje uprostied noci. Jde o
soukromé setkdni v tichosti — Nikodém nestoji o to, aby se o ném dozvé-
déli ostatni farizeové.

Nikodém s JeziSem mluvi mimo jiné také o zrozeni shiry, coz ned&v4 lo-

gicky smysl. V mihotavém svétle sviCky spolu probiraji zdlezitosti, v nichZ
se logika hled4 jen téZko, jsou téZko uchopitelné.

V temnotach zdpasime, abychom dokdzali uchopit smysl véci, které
vyzatuji svétlo.

Ve svété kolem nds se toho déje tolik... Setkdvdme se s JeziSem uprostied
temnot a snazime se uchopit smysl viry, jiz hldsame. V dialogu s JeZiSem
hleddme svétlo, které ndm muze odhalit mnohé o nds samotnych — rozpo-
ry, nedorozumeéni, selhdni, nedostatek milosti vi¢i druhym. Jakmile vidi-
me jasné, muZeme se vydat kuptfedu v JeziSovych §lépé&jich. Necht svymi
Zivoty svéd&ime o Sirokosti pojeti v tomto citdtu: ,Btih tak miloval SVET.
Necht dokdZeme vyzaiovat aspoii trochu svétla do vSech kout temnoty,
kterd nds obklopuje.

Svaty Boze, otevii
nds své pravdé,
abychom uméli
zjevovat Tvé svétlo
nasim bliznim.
Kéz nds n4s vztah
s Tebou vede k vét-
§i 14dsce a soucitu
s timto svétem,
ktery milujes.
Amen.

Alison Peters
Cumberland, US
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 (3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

John 3:16-21

As we are only 10 days away from Christmas, and we see a familiar
passage today - one that often is quoted and used as a great refrain for all
people. If we look at the full chapter, we notice that it comes at the end of
a meeting Jesus is having with a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who enters
this conversation in the dead of the night. It’s a private, hush-hush meet-
ing so that the other Pharisees will not know what Nicodemus is doing.

During this conversation they talk about being born from above - which
does not make logical sense. In the flickering candlelight, they talk about
things that are hard to make sense of and hard to understand.

Within the darkness, we wrestle to make sense of the things that
show light.

With such much happening in the world around us, we continue to

meet Jesus in moments of darkness to try and make sense the faith we
proclaim. As we dialogue with Jesus we seek the light that can reveal so
much about us - divisions, misunderstandings, failings, and our lack of
grace toward others. Once we see clearly, we can move forward in the
ways of Christ. May our lives show the expansiveness we find in this: “For
God so loved THE WORLD?” so that we can spread a little light into all
the corners of our surrounding darkness.

Holy God, open us
up to your truth

so that we might
reveal your light to
our neighbors. May
our relationship
with you lead us
into greater love
and compassion for
this world you love.
Amen.

Alison Peters
Cumberland, US
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PONDELI 16. PROSINCE

J 13,34-35

,»INové prikdzdni vdm ddvdm, abyste se navzdjem milovali; jako jd jsem
miloval vds, i vy se milujte navzdjem. Podle toho vSichni poznaji, Ze jste moji
ucednici, budete-li mit ldsku jedni k druhym. “

Jak se poznaji kitestané? Jisté je vice mozZnosti, jak tuto otdzku zodpovédét:
Nékomu se jako prvni vybavi kiestanské symboly — ki'{Z, ryba, kostel,...
Jinému, co ki‘'estané specificky délaji — modli se, v nedéli chodi do kostela,
¢tou Bibli... A dalsi odpovéd bude véroucna: véii v Trojjediného Boha, ptijali
kfest,... VSechny tyto odpovédi jsou spravné — a piece Jez{$ spatiuje prvni
poznavaci znamenf svych ndsledovnikii jesté v nééem jiném: , budete-li mit
ldsku jedni k druhym*.

Ke v§emu ostatnimu totiZ mohou ki'estané zastdvat odli§né postoje: jaky
pouzivat symbol, jak se modlit, jak slavit bohosluzby — dokonce i v otdzce kitu
a Bozi Trojice se kiestané navzdjem nemusi dokonale shodnout. A je to tak

v poradku! Ale Zit spolu v ldsce - z toho se nevyvlékneme, ale taky s tim nikdy
neudéldme chybu. Tim, Ze si navzdjem prokazujeme nezi$tnou ldsku bez
predsudkd, lidem umoziiujeme, aby skrze cirkev poznali JeZiSe Krista a pfijali

misie nebo charita.

Bohuzel pravé v tomto ptikdzédni nejvice selhdvame — predsudky, preziravost,
nedostatek solidarity i oteviené neptatelstvi — s tim vSim se v cirkvi béZné set-
kdvame. Prezidentské volby ve Spojenych stdtech rozdélily mnoho ki'estanti
na dva nesmifitelné tdbory — ze vztaht se tak ¢asto vytratila i zdkladn{ lidska
slu$nost, natoz bratrskd ldska. A také v Ceské republice ohrozuji cirkev kul-
turni vélky, které do vztahd mezi ki'estany zasévaji vzdjemnou nediavéru.

Proto i pro nds, o mnoho stoleti pozdé&ji, je to JeZiSovo ptikdzdni stdle ,,nové“
— vZdyt v mnoha ohledech skute¢né& musime od znova objevovat a udit se, co
znamend ono ,jako jd jsem miloval vds“. KéZ je v tom pro nds leto$ni advent
podnétnym obdobim!

Boze, je to az k placi, jak mdlo porozuméni je nékdy mezi ki'estany. Prosime,
promériuj naSe srdce svou ldskou. Dej, at se Vanoce skute¢né stanou ¢asem
pokoje — pro cirkev i pro cely svét.

Jan Lavicky

Klister nad Dédinou, CZ
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 16

John 13:34-35

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”

How can you tell someone is a Christian? There are several ways: some people
will probably think of the Christian symbols first — the cross, the fish, the
churches... Others will probably think of the things Christians do — they pray,
they go to church on Sundays, they read the Bible... Another answer might deal
with religious teachings: they believe in the Triune God, they have received
baptism,... All of these answers are correct - and yet Jesus considers the most
important sign of his followers to be something else: “if you love one another.”

Christians may have different views on many things — what symbol they
should use, how they should pray, what Sunday services should look like.
They may not even be in full agreement on the issues of baptism or the Holy
Trinity, and that is perfectly alright. But living together in love — there is no
way we can evade that, and there is also no way we could ever make a mis-
take by doing this. In showing each other selfless love without prejudice, we
enable people to come to know Jesus Christ through the church and accept
him as their Lord. This mission is more important than preaching, mission-
ary work, or charity.

Unfortunately, this commandment is where we tend to fail the most — prej-
udice, scorn, lack of solidarity and open hostility are all common in the
Church. The presidential election in the United States has divided many
Christians into two irreconcilable camps, so that even basic human decency,
let alone brotherly love, have often disappeared from relationships. And in
the Czech Republic, too, culture wars threaten the church, sowing mutual dis-
trust in Christian relationships.

That is why even for us, many centuries later, this commandment of Jesus’
is still “new”: in many ways, we still have to rediscover and learn what Jesus’
words “as I have loved you” actually mean. Let this year’s Advent season be
inspiring in this regard!

Lord, it’s a crying shame how little understanding there is sometimes among
Christians. Please transform our hearts with your love. Grant that Christmas
may truly be a time of peace - for the Church and for the whole world.

Jan Lavicky
Klaster nad Dédinou, CZ
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UTERY 17. PROSINCE

Rimanim 12,9-16

Jak by asi vypadala vdno¢ni zvést, kdyby Betlémsti znali a vyslySeli
Pavlovu zvést do Rima? Byl by to rozdil, Ze? DosSiroka oteviené dveie,
rozestlana postel a okolo Zeny ochotné pomoci prvorodi¢ce. Miminko
zabalené do Cistych plinek a poloZzené do kolébky nékde u krbu s nékym
ochotnym kolébat a tiSe zpivat. Maminka si mtizZe beze strachu odpoci-
nout a snit o budoucnosti.

Ale Marie m4 jinou zkuSenost. Dvete hostince zabouchnuté pifed nosem,
soucit a porozuméni v nedohlednu. KdyzZ Josef najde stdj, vi, Ze neporod{
nékde na ulici a mtzZe si aspoii lehnout na kupku slamy pifipravenou pro
né&jaké dobytce. Nevi, co bude zitra, mze jenom doufat, Ze i dal$i den
pietkd ve zdravi. Je to pofddny kontrast, ze? Cernd a bil4.

Stejny pocit mdme ze slov apostola Pavla do Rima, kdyZ ustanovuje, jak
to m4d vypadat v kiesfanské cirkvi. Byva zvykem, Ze vyhrdva ten nejsil-
néjsi, nejmazanéjsi, nejbezohledné&;jsi. Ale Pavel fikd, ddvej prednost
druhym, nepovy$uj se, nemysli jen na sebe. Misto toho sluz lidem kolem
sebe. Byvd zvykem, Ze kdyZ je na mé nékdo hruby, oplatim mu stejné, na
hruby pytel hrub4 zdplata. A Pavel fikd: neopldcej a modli se za ty, ktef{
ti ublizili.

Jaky to ma smysl, miizeme se ptat? Nepodporujeme vlastné vitézstvi
bezohlednosti, kdyZ se mu nepostavime? Podivejme se na JeZiSovu cestu,
kterd zacCala jedné tmavé noci ve stdji za Betlémem. Cestu slitovani,
soucitu a sebeobétovani. Neni to cesta pro kazdého. Neni to cesta lehka.
Odporuje nasi lidské pfirozenosti, zkuSenosti. Kam nds vede? Chceme po
nf vlibec jit?

Kdy jindy bychom méli hledat odpovéd nez v adventni dobé&. V ¢ase piisli-
bt a oGekavani.

Renata Popeldrovad
Letohradé, CZ
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17

Romans 12:9-16

How would the Christmas Story have been different if the residents of
Bethlehem had known of St. Paul’s future message to Rome? The dif-
ference? The birthplace door is wide open, the bed is made and around
are midwives eager to help the first-time mother. Her baby is wrapped

in clean diapers and placed in a cradle, somewhere by the fireplace with
someone willing to rock it while gently singing. Mom can relax and dream
about the future without fear.

But Mary has a different experience. With the inn’s door slamming in
front of her, compassion and understanding are nowhere in sight. When
Joseph finds a stable, Mary knows that she is not giving birth somewhere
on the street and can at least lie down on a pile of straw prepared for
some livestock. She doesn’t know what will happen tomorrow, she can
only hope that she will survive the next day in good health. Quite a con-
trast, isn't it? Black and white.

We get a similar feeling from the words of the apostle Paul to Rome, in
which he establishes how it should be with the Christian church. While

it is customary for the strongest, the most cunning, the most ruthless to
win, Paul professes a different message. He says to give priority to others
and not think highly or only of yourself. Simply serve the people around
you. Paul emphasizes that you should not retaliate against someone who
hurts you but pray for those who use or abuse you.

What's the point, we may ask? Are we not actually encouraging more
ruthlessness and violence if we do not stand up to it? Have a look at
Jesus’ journey, which began one dark night in a stable outside Bethlehem.
He was filled with mercy, steeped in compassion and self-sacrifice, his

is not a journey for everyone nor is it an easy road. It goes against our
human nature, experience, and we wonder where is it leading us? Do we
even want to get into this?

What better time to look for an answer than during Advent. This is the
time of promises and glorious expectations.

Renata Popeldrovad
Letohrad, CZ
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STREDA 18. PROSINCE

l. Korintskym 13

Léska, o které se mluvi v Bibli, se svym vyznamem bliZ{ spi$ k vili
nez k citu. Je vic véci rozhodnuti nezZ emoci. A jak fekl jeden evan-
gelicky faraf: ,yvira je styl Zivota tady a ted, nad€je je optimisticky
pohled upteny do budoucnosti®.

Jan Amos Komensky (1592-1670), esky filosof, teolog a pedagog
napsal: ,,Stastni, prestastni jsou lidé, kteii se vymotali ze zmatkd
svéta i viastniho srdce, a virou a nadéji se usadili ve stiedu BozZiho
milosrdenstvi. Sedf totiZ tam, odkud je nemiiZe Zddny vitr vyvrdtit,
Zddnd ndstraha vyldkat, vyhriizka vystrasit ani potéseni vyloudit,
ale Zddny strach, smrt ani satan na né nedosdhnou. Blaze jim.“

Neni jednoduché byt optimisticky a mily k lidem, k sobé a ke své-
mu okoli. Ale kdo jiny nez ki‘estané, kteti k tomu dostdvaji v Bibli

v

explicitni povel, by se mél snazit Zit ve vife, nadé&ji a 14sce?
Modlitba: Pane BozZe, prosim pomdhej ndm se védomé rozhodovat
pro Tebe. KdyZ na nds padne trudomysinost a beznadéj, prfipominej
se ndm a doddvej nam odvahy. UCiri nds ndstroji své ldasky. Amen
Vitek Slama

Praha, CZ

Piserni: https://youtu.be/MCeHXzkxIHw?si=Aw6-0SMW1P4b5m2X
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18

| Corinthians 13

The love spoken of in the Bible is, in its meaning, more similar to
will than to a feeling. It is more a matter of making a decision than
of feeling an emotion. And as one Protestant pastor said, “faith is a
style of living in the here and now, hope is an optimistic view of the
future”.

Jan Amos Comenius (1592-1670), a Czech philosopher, theolo-
gian, and educator, once wrote: “Happy, indeed overjoyed are the
people who have disentangled themselves from the confusions of
the world and their own hearts, and through faith and hope have
settled in the centre of God'’s mercy. For they are seated where
no wind can uproot them, no snare can lure them, no threat can
frighten them, nor can any pleasure entice them; neither fear,
death, nor Satan can reach them. Blessed are they.”

It is not easy to be optimistic and kind to people, to ourselves and
to our surroundings. However, who else if not Christians, who are
explicitly called to do so in the Bible, should strive to live in faith,
hope and love?

Prayer: Lord God, please help us to make conscious choices for
you. When discouragement and hopelessness fall upon us, let us
be reminded of you, give us courage. Make us instruments of your
love. Amen

Vitek Slama
Prague, CZ

Song: https://youtu.be/MCeHXzkxIHw?si=Aw6-0SMW 1P4b5m2X
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CTVRTEK 19. PROSINCE

2. Korintskym 13,11-13

Jisté zndte staré latinské
prislovi ,Finis coronat
opus” tedy ,,Konec korunu-
je dilo“. V dnes$nim textu
apostol Pavel korunuje sva
predesla doporudeni vzac-
nym zaslibenim: “Bih lasky
a pokoje bude s vdmi.*
Avsak nasi pomyslné Zivotni
korunovaci predchdzi dilezity predpoklad: Zit v radosti, napravovat
nedostatky, vzdjemné se povzbuzovat, byt jednomyslni a pokoj-

ni. ,Jak prosté!“ AZ potom ndsleduje dalezité ,a“....a Biih lasky a
pokoje bude s vdmi. KéZ bychom se vSichni doZili této jedinec¢né
korunovace.

Amen

Dan Zirsky
Vsetin, CZ
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19

2 Corinthiams 13:11-13

You are probably familiar
with the Latin saying “Finis
coronat opus”, meaning
“the end crowns the work”.
In today’s text, the Apostle
Paul crowns his previous
recommendations with a
precious promise: “the God
of love and peace will be
with you.” However, for our lives to be “crowned”, there are some
important prerequisites: to live in joy, to correct any shortcomings,
to encourage one another, to be unanimous and peaceful. “How
simple!”, we might say. Only then comes the important “and”... the
God of love and peace will be with you. May we all live to see this
unique coronation.

Amen

Dan Zrsky
Vsetin, CZ
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PATEK 20. PROSINCE

Zidim 13,1-5

Epistola Zidim mluvi pomé&rné slozitym jazykem o jednoduché
véci — o ldsce. Biblické dopisy Casto obsahuji v zavéru pestry sou-

7 w7

hrn pokynf, jak je dobré Zit. Zde se celkem tiikrat mluvi o lasce.

Vers 1. ,,Bratrska laska at trva.“ Pecujte o ldsku ve svém nejbliz-
§im okoli. Neni samoziejma! Nehled'te na sviij kiestansky sbor jako
na firmu, kterou je pfedevSim nutné dobfe zorganizovat, nybrz jako
na spolecenstvi, které jako rodina stoji na ldsce.

Vers 2. ,,S laskou prijimejte i ty, kdo jsou odjinud.” Pecujte také
o lasku ke svému vzdalenéj$imu okoli. Do Zivota vdm vstupuji cizi
lidé. Vasim zdkladnim instinktem budiZ ldska, nikoli strach. Bible
nds upozoriiuje: Vedle xenofobie — strachu z cizincl existuje také

laska k cizinctim — filoxenie!

Vers 5. ,Nedejte se vést laskou k penézim.“ Nespoléhejte, ze
penize vyiesi vSechno. Penize rozhodné nenahradi lidi, blizké ¢i

cizi. Ty nejdalezitéjsi okamziky Zivota se odehravaji v 1dsce k lidem,
nikoli v 1dsce ke zlatu.

Poctvrté mluvi epistola o ldsce nepiimo. Za troji vypovédi o lidské
lasce je skryta Bozi laska. ,,Nikdy té neopustim a nikdy se té
nezieknu.* (Ver$ 5) Blih ptichdzi za ndmi se svou ldskou a tak nds
podnécuje k pravé ldsce.

Jiri Tengler
Policka, CZ
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20

Hebrews 13:1-5

The Epistle to the Hebrews speaks in relatively complicated lan-
guage about a simple thing - love. Biblical letters often conclude
with a colorful summary of instructions on how to live the right
way. Here, love is mentioned three times*

Verse 1. “Let love of the brethren continue.” Take care of the love
in your immediate surroundings. It is not automatic! Do not look
at your Christian congregation as a business, which needs, above
all, to be well-organized, but as a community which, like a family, is
built on love.

Verse 2. “Forget not to show love unto strangers.” Take care also
to love your more distant surroundings. Strangers come into your
life. Your basic instinct should be love, not fear. The Bible reminds
us that besides xenophobia - fear of strangers - there is also love of
strangers - philoxenia!

Verse 5. “Be ye free from the love of money.” Do not rely on mon-
ey to solve everything. Money cannot replace people, whether they
are our loved ones, or strangers. The most important moments in
life happen through the love that we have for people, not for gold.

The fourth mention of love in the epistle is indirect. God’s love is
hidden behind the threefold testimony of human love. “I will in no
wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee.” (Verse 5)
God comes to us with his love and so inspires us to true love.

Jir'i Tengler
Policka, CZ

* American Standard Version
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SOBOTA 21. PROSINCE

1J 3,16-21

16 Podle toho jsme poznali, co je ldska, Ze on za nds poloZil Zivot. A
tak i my jsme povinni poloZit Zivot za své bratry.

17 M4-li nékdo dostatek a vidi, Ze jeho bratr md nouzi, a bez soucitu
se od ného odvrdti — jak v ném miiZe ziistdvat Bozi ldska?

8 Ditky, nemilujme pouhym slovem, ale opravdovym ¢inem.

Clarence Jordan zacal ve 30. letech studovat zemédélstvi na
University of Georgia v Aténach (stdat Georgia). Zde byl povolan
k nasledovani JeziSe Krista. Pozdé&ji vystudoval také teologii a
novozakonni feétinu, nacezZ se stal spoluzakladatelem ki‘estanské
komunity jménem Koinonia Farm pobliZ mésta Americus, jeZ se
vénuje uvadéni JeziSova uceni do praxe, véetné podpory rasové
spravedlnosti ve vztahu k chudym ¢erno$skym sousedam, a to za
cenu velkych osobnich obéti. Ke komunité se v 60. letech pfipojil
také milionai Millard Fuller se svou Zenou Lindou, poté, co se
vzdali veskerého svého bohatstvi. Komunita zah4jila projekt

s cilem pomoci svym sousedim vybudovat dastojné a dostupné
bydleni. Postupné se vyvinula organizace Habitat for Humanity,
ktera od té doby postavila po celém svété statisice domt pro lidi

vV nouzi.

Neni vétsiho svédectvi kiestanské viry nez ,,uvést ldsku v praxi, aby
se stala skutecnou,” jak ekl Clarence Jordan. ,Cim jsme, to pro-
mlouv4 tak hlasité, Ze svét neslysi, co fikdme. Oni nenaslouchaji
nas$im sloviim. Oni se divaji na naSe ¢iny.“ Kéz na pozadavky, které
na nds klade tento tiryvek s Pisma, dokdzeme odpovédét snahou
vzajemné se milovat, slouzit svym bratriim a sestram v cirkvi i ve
svété s laskou a péci. Jak se zpivd v jedné pisni: poznd svét podle
nasi lasky, Ze jsme kiestané?

Jim Anderson
Athens, GA
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21

1John 3:16-20 (Cotton Patch Version by Clarence Jordan)

16 Christ laid down his life for us and taught us what love really is.
So we too should lay down our lives for the brothers.

17 Now if somebody who has material thing sees his brothers in
need and then padlocks his concern for him, how does the love of
God stay in him?

18 My little ones, Iet’s not talk about love. Let's not sing about love.
Let’s put love into action and make it real.

Clarence Jordan came to the University of Georgia in Athens in
the 1930s to study Agriculture. Here he was called to become a
serious follower of Jesus Christ. He later earned degrees in the-
ology and New Testament Greek, and then cofounded the Chris-
tian community Koinonia Farm near Americus, GA, dedicated to
putting the teachings of Jesus into action, including fostering racial
justice with his poor black neighbors at great personal cost. A
millionaire business man, Millard Fuller, and his wife Linda joined
Koinonia in the 1960s, after giving away their wealth to join. They
started a project to help their neighbors build decent, affordable
housing. This ultimately became Habitat for Humanity, which has
since built hundreds of thousands of homes across the world for
people in need.

There is no greater testimony of Christian faith than to “put love
into action and make it real”, as Clarence Jordan put it. “What we
are speaks so loud that the world can’t hear what we say. They're
not listening to our talk. They're looking at our walk.” May we an-
swer the demands of this scripture by striving to love one another
and serve our brothers and sisters in the church and in the world,
with love and care. As the song goes, will the world know that we
are Christians by our love?

Jim Anderson
Athens, GA
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NEDELE 22. PROSINCE (4. ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Filipskym &4,4-7
,Radujte se v Panu vZdycky!“

Za vSech okolnosti, Pane?

Jak to mam zvladnout, ptdm se, kdyZ mé
zradil pfitel...

Ziju v bolesti...

trpim samotou...

bojim se stafi...

ubliZil mi nékdo blizky...

chvéju se strachy o...

,INetrapte se Zddnou starosti, ale v kazdé modlitbé a prosbé pied-
klddejte své Zadosti Bohu. “

Ziju vyslySené modlitby, kdyz
mam co jist a pit...

mam kde spat...

mam si s kym popovidat...
mzu jit svobodné do kostela...
mam nékoho rad(a)...

mad mé nékdo rad...

Dé&kuji. Raduji se.
Amen.

Jana Vrajovd
Olomouc, CZ
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 (4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Phillipians 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord always!”

At all times, Lord?

How am I supposed to do that, I ask, when
A friend has betrayed me...

I live in pain...

I suffer in loneliness...

[ am afraid of getting old...

Someone I hold dear has hurt me...

I tremble with fear for...

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”

I live answered prayers when
I have food and drink...

I have a place to sleep...

I have someone to talk to...
I'm free to go to church...

I have someone to love...
Someone loves me...

Thank you, Lord. I rejoice.
Amen.

Jana Vrajovd
Olomouc, CZ
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PONDELI 23. PROSINCE

Galatskym 5,22-24

Vzpomindm si, jak jsem se jako maly kluk ptal své maminky, co

by si ptala k Vdnociim. Jeji odpovéd byla vidycky stejnd: ,,Chci
jen, abys byl kazdy den hodny na své bratry a sestry.“ Vzhledem

k tomu, Ze mam jednoho bratra a ¢tyfi sestry, doSel jsem k ndzoru,
Ze takovy dar je pfili§ vznosny, a vZdycky jsem ji nakonec koupil
novou zdstéru nebo backory.

Cim jsem byl star$i, tim vice jsem chdpal, jak moudré jeji pfdni
bylo. Nejlepsi darky jsou takové, které se nedaji koupit v obchodé
nebo objednat online. Mus{ vychdzet z vaseho nitra.

Apostol Pavel ndm pfipomind, Ze ovoce Ducha je pravé v naSem
nitru. Tyto dary nejsou ovdzané maslemi, jsou vSak zabaleny do
milosti a pravdy Bozi 1dsky.

MozZnd mazZeme letos lidem kolem nds nabidnout vyjimecény dar
Ducha. Projevit 14sku tomu, kdo se citi osamély a zapomenuty.
Vsichni potiebujeme radost a pokoj. O zdibec vice trpélivosti,
laskavosti a mirnosti udéla stras$né€ moc. Totéz plati pro velkorysost
sebeovldddni — méné kritizovat, vice povzbuzovat.

Spéchd jesté nékdo za ndkupy na posledni chvili? Hled4 snad né-
kdo z vds dokonaly ddrek pro tu osobu, kterou je tak té€zké potésit?
Nebojte se. Dary, které muzete darovat, uz mate v sobé.

Modlitba: BoZe milosti a sldavy, ukaz nam znovu pravdivé poselstvi
Vianoc, totiZ Ze ty nejlepsi dary, o které se miZzeme podé€lit, vychdze-

ji z pfitomnosti tvého Svatého Ducha, ktery je v naSem nitru.

J. Thomas Kort
Yardley, PA
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 23

Galatians 5:22-24

Gifts You Cannot Buy. As a young boy, I remember asking my
mother what she would like for Christmas. Her answer was
always the same: “All I want is for you to be nice every day to your
brother and sisters.” Since I have one brother and four sisters, I
realized that was too lofty of a gift and ended up buying her a new
apron, or pair of slippers.

As I grew older, I understood the wisdom of her request. The best
gifts are the ones you cannot purchase at the store or order online.
They must come from that which is inside of you.

The Apostle Paul reminds us that the fruit of the Spirit lies with-
in us. These gifts are not wrapped with ribbons and bows but
wrapped with grace and the truth of God’s love.

Maybe this year we can offer those around us the special gift of the
Spirit. Show love to one who feels alone and forgotten. Everyone
needs joy and peace. An extra ounce of patience, kindness, gen-
tleness goes a long way. So does the generosity of self-control, to
criticize less and encourage more.

Is anyone still rushing to do some last-minute shopping? Anyone
pondering the perfect gift for that hard to please person? Not to
worry. The gifts you can give are already inside of you.

Prayer: “God of grace and God of glory, show us anew the truth of
Christmas, that the best gifts we can share come from the pres-
ence of your Holy Spirit, which lies within us.”

J. Thomas Kort
Yardley, PA
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UTERY 24. PROSINCE

Lukas 2,1-10

Cestu Marie a Josefa do Betléma si Ize jen stézi piedstavit. Putuji dal
navzdory vSem obtizim... Cisafova moc, jeho pozadavky, pochybné dang,
z4dné misto, kde by mohli spodinout; nakonec se uchyluji do boxu na kr-
men{ zvitat, aby zde Marie porodila dité. Kdesi na poli pasou pastyfi, lidé,
na které se spole¢nost divala svrchu, své ovce. Najednou, k jejich velkému
ptekvapeni, pastyfe zahrnou svym zpévem nebesti poslové. Zpivaji ,Sldva
na vysostech Bohu a na zemi pokoj mezi lidmi.“

V téchto skromnych, ndro¢nych podminkdch se rodi détatko. Tém, co Ziji
na okraji spole¢nosti, je zvéstovdna tato velikd radost di'ive nez komukoli
jinému. Krél! Mesids! N4s Pdn! KniZe pokoje! Spasitel! Pokorny pastyt
pfinds&i pozndni, Ze ,JeziSek” je pro vSechny lidi a kazdého napliiuje bez-
podmineénou ldskou, milosrdenstvim a spravedlnosti.

Na své zivotni cesté zazivaime necekané zvraty a nékdy i neptredstavitel-
né té€zkosti. Diky Bozi prozietelnosti je nas svét vzdycky trochu jiny, nez
jak si ho napldnujeme. Denné nds obklopuji vydédénci a chudi. V tomto
Case si zpivdme betlémské pisné v pohodli svych domovi, to nejvyznam-
né&;jsi poselstvi vSak bylo zvéstovdno chudym, ne cisaitim. Pan Biih ndm
ozndmil narozeni spasitele, Pana, KniZete pokoje, MesidSe, symbolu ldsky
a milosrdenstvi pro vSechen Bozi lid. Détdtko bylo nalezeno v jeslich, kde
se krmi zvitata, obaleno pruhy latky. Az budeme slavit tento St&dry veder,
obratme svd srdce k témto skromnym pocédtkiim a hledejme ten nejhlubsi
smysl Boha mezi ndmi v§emi i v nasich Zivotech v dne$nim svété.

Slédva na vysostech Bohu a na zemi pokoj mezi lidmi!

Modlitba: Zpivejme tento Stédr}’f veler ,sldva na vysostech Bohu“, tak
jako tenkrat zpival andél pastyitam. Necht si dokdZeme udrzZet odstup
od vSech tipytivych ozdob, darecka, ode vSeho, co je na Vanocich umélé.
Slavme Mesid$ovo narozeni, ve kterém se ukazuje jeho bezpodmineéna
ldska k nam vSem. Necht pozndame pravy pokoj, ktery prevySuje vSechno
porozuméni a udrZzuje nase srdce i nasi mysl v Jezi$i Kristu.

Betty McGinnis
Annapolis, MD
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24

Luke 2:1-10

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” One can hardly imagine Mary and Joseph’s
journey to Bethlehem. They move constantly through great difficulties....
Caesar’s demands and power; questionable taxes; no comfortable room
any place; no rest; resorting to a box where animals eat for the birth of
their child. In the fields, humble shepherds, lowly men in society, watch
their grazing sheep. Suddenly, with great surprise! God’s messengers
overwhelm the shepherds singing “Glory to God in the highest and Peace
on Earth to all.”

Through these humble and challenging conditions, a child is born under
the lowliest circumstances. The outcasts receive the announcement of
great joy before anyone!! a King!! Messiah!! Lord!! Prince of Peace! Sav-
ior!! The humble shepherd brings the realization that “Baby Jesus” Is for
ALL people and fills everyone with unconditional love, mercy, justice.

On our life’s journey, we experience unexpected turns and even unimag-
inable difficulties. In God’s wisdom, our world is never as planned. Daily,
the outcasts and poor surround us. At this time of year, we sing the songs
of Bethlehem in our comfortable surroundings. Yet, the most important
announcement in the world was made to the poor, not “Caesars”. God
announced the birth of.... Savior, Lord, Prince of Peace, the Messiah, a
symbol for love and mercy for all of God’s people. The Baby was even
found born in a place where animals eat, a manger, and wrapped in strips
of cloth. As we celebrate this Christmas Eve, let our hearts turn to these
humble beginnings and search for the deepest meaning of God among all
of us and our lives in today’s world.

Glory to God in the Highest! And on earth, Peace to all.

Prayer: On this Christmas Eve, as the angel sang to the Shepherds, let us
sing Glory to God. Take us away from the glitter, presents, the artificial
Christmas! Let us Celebrate the Messiah's Birth showing the uncondi-
tional love to all. Let us know the true peace that passes all understand-
ing and keeps our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Betty McGinnis
Annapolis, MD
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STREDA 25. PROSINCE

Zalm 100
Mili bratii a sestry,

jsou znovu Vanoce. ,,éas
radosti, veselosti‘, jak zpi-
vame v jedné nasi vanocéni
pisni. Mél by to byt ¢as ra-
dosti a veselosti pro vSech-
ny. Ale co kdyZ neni? Co
kdyz zrovna prochazime
néjakym té€zkym Casem?
Co kdyz ani slavnostné
prostieny stiil, nazdobeny
vanolni stromecek a darky pod nim nepomohou, abychom se dokazali
radovat? Anebo, kdyZ to vS§echno uZ ani nedokdzeme ptipravit. Odpovéd
muzeme slySet v jedné dal$i pisni z na$eho evangelického zpévniku:
,Chvilit nepfestaii, at se stail, co stal, lep$iho nic neni.”

vz

Podobny motiv sly$ime i v zalmu 100, ktery za¢ind takto radostné:
,Hlahol Hospodinu celd zemé&!“ Vyzyva nds, abychom radostné slouZili
Hospodinu, ktery nds ucinil, abychom mu vdééné vzddvali diky a vstou-
pili do jeho bran s chvalozpévem. Je to piseni dikiivzddni, piseni poutniki,
stojicich pied branami chramu. Byla to zcela jisté i piseii celych generaci
poutnikti pifed ndmi, naSich piedks a naSich drahych. Dnes ji mame pied
sebou i my, se specidlnim divodem ke chvidle, o nic mens$im, nez je naro-
zeni Pdna JeziSe.

Snad se mnou budete mnozi souhlasit, Ze zpivat v chramu spolu s bratry
a sestrami, zvlast o Vanocich, je ¢istd radost. Pan Bih neznamkuje n4s
zpéy, ani nas. Nevytykd nam, Ze jsme to nékde trochu popletli. VZdyt ne-
zpivame pro sebe, nebo abychom byli obdivovani, ale k Jeho chvéle. Pisné
a zdroveti zpivané modlitby a chvadly. A On nds odméiiuje radosti, kterou
jinde nenajdeme, radosti, kterd prekondvd smutek a strach. A proto zpi-
vejme Hospodinu!

Jirina Mlynkovd
Hrubd Vrbka,CZ
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25

Psalm 100
Dear brothers and sisters,

It is Christmas again. “A
time of joy, merriment”

as we sing in one of our
Christmas carols. It should
be a time of joy and merri-
ment for all. But what if it
isn't? What if we're going
through a tough time?
What if even the festively
laid table, the decorated
Christmas tree and the gifts under it do not help us to be able to rejoice?
Or what if we are no longer physically able to prepare it all anymore.

We can hear the answer in another song from our Protestant songbook:
“Don't stop praising, no matter what happens, there is nothing better.”

We hear a similar motif in Psalm 100, which begins joyfully: “Sing to
the Lord, all the earth!” He calls us to joyfully serve the Lord who made
us, to give thanks to him with gratitude and to enter his gates with a
song of praise. It is a thanksgiving song of pilgrims standing in front of
the temple gates. It was certainly also the song of entire generations of
pilgrims before us, our ancestors and our dear ones. Today, we have the
same song before us, with a special reason for praise: nothing less than
the birth of the Lord Jesus.

I hope many of you will agree with me that singing in the temple together
with brothers and sisters, especially at Christmas, is pure joy. The Lord
God does not grade our singing like in school, nor does he grade us. He
doesn’t blame us for making a little mistake somewhere. After all, we do
not sing for ourselves, or to be admired, but to His praise. Songs, sung
prayers and praises. And He rewards us with a joy that cannot be found
anywhere else, that overcomes sorrow and fear. Therefore, let’s sing unto
the Lord!

Jirina Mlynkovd
Hrubd Vrbka, CZ
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